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Annual General Meeting 

With spring all but upon us, the annual Tennis Seniors winter season is nearly finished for another 
year. The Tennis Seniors Auckland AGM will be held this Saturday, August 25, at Nicholson Park 
(Poronui Street, Mt Eden), and will be followed by some social tennis matches on the newly replaced 
courts, and then an afternoon tea function. The meeting starts at 1:00pm. 

Interprovincial Fixture Roundup 

Our final interprovincial fixture for the year was held in glorious conditions at Remuera Rackets Club 
on Sunday. Although our team competed well, the Waikato team came out close winners on the day, 
taking back the trophy that we had held for the past four years! Photos in this newsletter were taken 
at the fixture. The aim of the fixtures committee this year has been to try and give as many members 
as possible a chance to play in our interprovincial fixtures, and despite the fact that the South 
Auckland and Hibiscus Coast fixtures were rained off and not re-scheduled, over 60 members have 
played in at least one fixture. 

 
 Service return action - Don on the forehand ... ... and Maria on the backhand 

 

 

 
Pete with a wonderful follow-through on the backhand Gene and Katie look to dominate the net! 



  

 Howard demonstrates a textbook "trophy" position Lucia with a very modern forehand ground-stroke 

 

Upcoming Seniors Tournaments in Auckland 

Two seniors tournaments to add to your diary - firstly, our annual Labour Weekend (20-21 October) 
tournament will again be held at Remuera Rackets Club, with men's and women's doubles grades 
held on Saturday, and mixed doubles on Sunday. This year, we hope to once again offer a 60 years+ 
grade. This tournament attracts interest from around the country, and will once again be sponsored 
by Farmers, so if you are keen for some great tennis with good prizes, keep this weekend free! 
 
The Tennis NZ Seniors National Championships will be held in Auckland from January 26-30, 2019. 
This is an ITF level-two seniors tournament, and attracts entries not only from around New Zealand, 
but also from Australia, Japan, and the U.S.A. With the 2019 tournament being held in Auckland for 
the first time in many years, this is a great chance to have a go! Single, doubles and mixed doubles 
events will be held in 5-year age bands, with 35-40 being the youngest grade, and 75+ the oldest. 
 

 
Janice and Bruce in action during the fixture vs Waikato 



Elaine Stephan - the retirement of a legend! 

Many of you will know Elaine - she has been a regular fixture on the seniors tennis scene in 
New Zealand for the last five decades! Looking through our archives, I have found records of 
Elaine's membership of Tennis Seniors Auckland going back to 1975, which represents the very 
genesis of Tennis Seniors in New Zealand. Sadly, due to ongoing back problems, Elaine has 
finally decided to hang up her racket. I thought this would be an opportune time to remind 
you all of a selection of Elaine's performances over the years. 
 
Elaine has been a true icon of New Zealand tennis. In her youth she won five NZ women's 
doubles titles and five mixed doubles titles, and regularly competed against the world's top 
players. She is one of only a handful of New Zealand players to have reached the third round 
of the Wimbledon singles draw, and twice made the semi-finals of the doubles draw at the 
Benson and Hedges International Tournament (the forerunner to our current ASB Classic), 
playing against the great players of the day such as Margaret Court and Billie Jean King.  
 
On the seniors stage, Elaine is in very rare company, being one of the few New Zealanders to 
win a World Championships gold medal, which she won in the women's 80+ doubles grade in 
the 2011 World Championships in Turkey, playing with Jean Murray. She has also won silver 
and bronze medals at the World Championships. In New Zealand, Elaine has collected 16 
national titles, and has twice been awarded the NZ Seniors player of the year. 
 
We wish Elaine all the very best in her well-earned "retirement" from tennis.

 

 Elaine competing at the World Championships in Perth in 2009. 
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