
WOMENS BASEBALL LEAGUE RULES 2017 
 
The normal Rules of Baseball apply in all circumstances other than those mentioned here. 
The WBL follows all policies and procedures of Baseball SA and Baseball Australia. 
 

GAME PRELIMINARIES 
 

1. MINIMUM AGE.  
All players shall meet the minimum age requirements. 
All players MUST be League Age 15 or older. 

 
2. TEAM SIZE  

Squad names are to be submitted prior to a team playing its first game. No interchange of 
players is to occur after a team has played its first game.  

 
3. LINEUP SHEET         

All players are to appear on lineup sheet at the commencement of each game to be eligible 
to play in that game. 

 
4. REGISTRATION  

It is the responsibility of all players to be registered with Baseball Australia and Baseball 
South Australia. The Baseball SA neither offer nor accept liability for health problems or 
injury suffered through playing participation. 
 

5. PLAYERS 
- Players must play for their local club if the club is entering a team in the WBL 
- Players wishing to play for another club or league team instead of their club team must 

request a permit from Baseball SA 
- Players not associated with a local club are able to play for a league team. 

 

GAME CONDITIONS 
 

6. MINIMUM PLAYERS 
A minimum of seven players is to take the field for a team to start a game. If there are less 
than 9 players available the game will continue with a condensed batting order with NO 
AUTOMATIC OUTS. 
 

7. FAIL TO APPEAR  
If a team fails to appear with fifteen (15) minutes of the scheduled game time, then a forfeit 
will be claimed, with match points and a 9-0 score awarded to the team in attendance, 
provided that it has the eight players required for it to otherwise start the match. If neither 
side has enough players after the fifteen minute grace period, then there will be no points 
awarded and no score recorded for either team. 

 
8. EQUIPMENT 

All teams are to supply their own equipment. All players while on the field and managing 
must wear their nominated uniform and colours. Uniforms are to be of a baseball nature, 
including caps. Batters and runners are to wear two-eared helmets at all times. Base coaches 
are required to wear helmets. 

 



9. BATS 
Bat Regulations will be as per U15 bat regulations. Any player found using a non-compliant 
bat will be removed from the game immediately. If the team offends again in that game, a 9-
0 forfeit will be declared. 
 

10. BALLS 
Match balls are to be supplied by the home team for each game 

. 
11. GAME DURATION  

All games (including finals) are to be NINETY MINUTES or seven (7) innings duration, with the 
Ten Run “Mercy” Rule to be invoked after five innings in all games. 
No new inning will begin within 10 minutes of the scheduled completion time. 

 
12. REGULATION GAME 

A regulation game will be 3 innings or 60 minutes 
 

13. TIME WASTING 
Time wasting tactics will not be tolerated. Umpires will be instructed to enforce this. 

 
14. RUNS  

A maximum of five (5) runs can be scored in any batting innings before the umpire calls an 
end to that inning.  

 
15. WET WEATHER 

 In the event of wet weather during preliminary games, umpires will be instructed to make 
every effort to ensure that regulation games (IE 60 minutes) are completed, without 
compromising player safety.  

 
16. PITCHERS 

- Pitchers are to throw a maximum of 80 pitches or 9 outs, including finals.  
- The pitcher may continue to finish the at bat once 80 pitches has been reached. The 

pitcher may play in the field after their outing, except as catcher. 
- If a pitcher changes position at any time before pitching limits are reached, they may not 

return as a pitcher for the remainder of the game. 
- If a player has 8 outs and a double play is recorded, both outs will count and pitcher is to 

then be removed from mound. 
 
 

17. SUBSTITUTIONS 
Players may catch then pitch, but not pitch then catch 

 
18. RUNNERS 

Designated Runners MUST be used for the catcher when there are two out. Designated 
Runners can be in the playing line-up, as long as no delay nor disruption is caused to the 
game. For this purpose, runners should be the most recent outs or players who are not 
already in the lineup. 

 
19. DESIGNATED HITTER 

The Designated Hitter is optional for all games. 
 

 



20. EXTRA HITTERS  
To involve greater numbers of players, a maximum of 10 players may be batting line-up. 
- The extra hitters can bat at any position in the lineup (they do not have to be in 10th 

position) 
- All extra hitters must be included on the team sheet prior to the game. 
- All batters must follow in the specified order, with normal procedures and penalties for 

batting out of order to apply.  
- Substitutions for extra hitters can be made according to usual baseball practices.  
- Extra hitters may be interchanged with starting fielders if the team wishes, in which 

event any former fielder will assume "extra hitter" status. All players must retain their 
same spot in the batting order. 

 
 

21. COLLISION RULE   
No deliberate or negligent physical contact between players is acceptable (in particular, on 
plays at the home plate). In any tag or force situation, runners will be required either to slide 
or to give up on the play. Any conduct that in the umpires’ opinion was either negligent or 
deliberate in causing physical contact (or attempting any physical contact) will result in a 
mandatory “out” call and the ejection of the offending player for the rest of that game. 

 
22. RESULTS  

Results sheets for all games are to be filled out and submitted to Baseball SA by 9am 
Monday morning. 

 
 

FINAL SERIES 
 

 
23. FINALS FORMAT 

The top four teams at the end of the regular season will play semi finals. The winners of each 
semi final will contest the Championship 

 
 

24. FINALS  
At the end of the regular season, if 2 or more teams remain tied, the following Tie Breaker 
Procedure will determine team ranking: 
- Head to Head among tied teams, then; 
- For and Against for entire season, then; 
- Coin Toss 

 
Once a team involved in the tie has been seeded based on above tiebreaker, any remaining 
tied teams will begin Tie Breaker Procedure from the start. 

 
25. FINALS QUALIFICATION  

Players must appear in at least 5 of the preliminary games played by their team to be eligible 
for finals. This modest requirement recognises that not all players are available at all times 
(especially Friday).  

 


