
 

 

NATIONAL TRACK AND FIELD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

PORRITT STADIUM, HAMILTON                    17TH – 19TH MARCH 2017 

NEWSLETTER 1 

 

To help with confirming arrangements we are trying to get information out to athletes earlier so 
they can make arrangements to fit in with our plans. 

Our selection standards for Canterbury team selection are in the season booklet. 

Travel 

Based on past experience Hamilton can be expensive and difficult to fly in and out of.  We suggest 
booking flights in and out of Auckland to keep costs down.  We will hire vans in Auckland and drive 
to Hamilton. 

If athletes are booking flights for Nationals and wish to link with team travel from Auckland let me 
know your flight details as soon as possible so we can arrange vans and drivers around these 
arrangements. 

It would be great to have at least one van load of people ready to leave Auckland by 3pm (earlier 
even better) and there is likely to be at least one van travelling around 6pm. 

For return flights book as late as possible (definitely after 6pm) out of Auckland – particularly any 
track athletes who are likely to be in 4x400 relay teams.  If possible we will send vans back to 
Auckland earlier. 

If you choose to fly in and out of Hamilton you can still utilise the team vans for transport. 

Basically the earlier you book fights and let me know your plans the easier it will be for us to 
support you with convenient travel arrangements. 

 

Accommodation 

We have booked 40 beds at Tudor Lodge in Hamilton for Thursday (16th), Friday (17th) and Saturday 
(18th) nights.  This looks like it will work out at about $60 per person per night.   

If needed we will book accommodation for Sunday night (either in Hamilton or possibly Auckland) if 
athletes can’t get flights Sunday night. 

Accommodation will be first in first served and preference given to those who are staying all three 
nights. 

 



Relay Teams 

We are starting to get a gauge on who is likely to be in consideration for relay teams.  As usual we 
would like to enter relay teams in all grades. 

We will be looking at naming wider relay squads (and coaches to look after them) after New Zealand 
Secondary School Champs.   These will be a guide only and are subject to change as athletes 
improve. 

We would like to have relay squads running relays as regularly as possible through the second part 
of the season.  These could be traditional relays or we may look at having some 2x100 relays. 

Again the earlier we know you are committed to attending Nationals the more we can work with the 
most likely relay teams to give all the best chance of performing well.  

 

If athletes or parents have any questions please do not hesitate to ask me.  The earlier we can allay 
any concerns and make the whole process easier, the better it is for all. 

 

 

Anita Sutherland 

Athletics Canterbury Sport Development Manager 

coachforce@athleticscanterbury.org.nz 

027 466 0105 


