
 

 

            On Target 

ADELAIDE ARCHERY CLUB NEWSLETTER 

Nigel Steyn 

Field Captain Thursday 

Gerald Hawkins 

Field Captain Sunday 

Tony Loi 

Field Captain Saturday 

JULY  2019   Page 1 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
TUESDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 7.30PM 

 
At this meeting we wrap up the business of the previous year, with reports on their activities 
from each club officer and official.  

All positions then being declared vacant, we then elect all the club officers, officials and field 
captains, including the public officer, for the following year. The election is by secret ballot, 
and proxy and postal voting options are available. 

If you have never held a position in the club before, and there is an area you are interested in, 
please consider standing for election. Current club office holders will be only too pleased to 
help you to learn about their roles, and to mentor you as you learn your duties.  

 

DON’T LEAVE IT ALL TO SOMEONE ELSE  

ALL YOU NEED IS A BIT OF TIME AND SOME ENERGY! 

 

The club shows its appreciation of volunteers who undertake the most responsible roles by 
forgiving their fees for the following year/s: 

If you are elected to the position of President, Vice-president, Secretary, Treasurer, Equip-
ment officer, Junior co-ordinator, or……..  

WHOSE PHOTO IS THAT ON THE WALL? 

On page 7 you will find information about member 

GORDON PAWSON OAM 
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July winner:  
HANDICAP SPOON 

Simon (Soupy) Souphandavong  

 

WHAT IS A WAND SHOOT (apart from being a lot of fun)? 
 
In a practice called “splitting the wand”, mediaeval archers 
would shoot at a two to six-inch-wide, six-foot-tall piece of 
willow set at 100 paces. Some suggest that the ‘wand’ rep-
resented the narrow mediaeval castle windows (arrowslits 
or “loopholes”) that castle defenders would loose arrows 
through—a safe enough action unless of course their     
enemy was skilled enough to send deadly arrows flying 
back through the arrow slit.   
 
Alternatively. the archery depicted in Il Domenichino’s 
1616 masterpiece of the Goddess “Diana and her 
Nymphs” (right) derives from Virgil's Aeneid where       
warriors engage in a contest to shoot a tree with their first 
arrow, a ribbon with their second, and a falling bird with 
their third. Perhaps the tree target is the origin of wand 
archery.  

 

My research uncovered a third medieval archery event that was practiced only on very special occasions—SHOOTING THE 
TURK’S OR SARACEN’S HEAD. During the Crusades, the English (whose actions history records were brutal, lawless, deceitful 

and despicable) would decapitate their slain enemies and ship the heads, preserved in barrels of vinegar, back to their homeland.  
 
On festive days of fun-filled cheer and merriment the local innkeeper would mount the pickled heads on poles and present them 
as archery targets for their imbibing customers (one can well imagine that after several ales, the opportunity to shoot a couple of 
ends at a pickled head would keep the punters buying alcoholic ginger beers and BBQ flavoured chips much like a juke box, 8-ball 
table and a pokies room do today). Offering pickled heads for archery targets was a significant public house capability so, in an era 
when most customers were illiterate, the pubs would advertise by hanging a picture of a head outside the establishment.  
 
The practice is thought to almost certainly be the origin of the popular English pub names “The Turk’s Head” and “The Saracen’s 
Head”. Upon learning this grisly history one is left wondering whether the Felafel Burger offered at Adelaide’s own Saracen’s Head 
Hotel in Carrington Street is in entirely good taste. 

Wand Shoot (and other archery games to try?) 
From the Tournament Director Chris Drown 

Another popular historical archery game was the POPINJAY-
wherein archers would attempt to shoot live or wooden birds 
tethered to a high perch on a pole. Unlike the action depicted 
above, the archer stood beside the pole and shot directly up-
wards.  
 
The encyclopaedic Gerald Hawkins advises that the popinjay 
was usually shot from beside a church porch so the archer could 
retreat to safety undercover until the arrow returned to ground. 
 
The popinjay is still shot in Europe, the birds being suspended at 
the top of a 27 metre mast! 



 

 

 

 
JULY 2019   Page 3 

Andy, Daniel, and Alan looking conceited after all scoring hits. 

The brave few 

Nine archers entered to shoot the 90-arrow event (30 arrows at 90m, 
30 arrows at 70m, and 30 arrows at 60m). The field included one com-
pound archer, three recurve archers, and five glory-seeking longbow 
archers. Our “wands” were two-inch-wide strips of tape mounted on 
cardboard pegged to the butts. Hits were indeed few and far between, 
however, most archers managed to “get on the board”.  
 
While most struggled to get even a single wand hit per end, Chris de 

Mello and Alan Chapple both achieved the rare distinction of scoring  

triple hits in a single end (earning a Kit Kat for their brilliance). At the 

other end of the spectrum, Mark Newton, having put an arrow through 

Hector Detector’s shaft at a previous wand shoot, cemented his           

reputation for vandalising club equipment by holing a portable butt tyre  

Andy Stanford will be collecting the wand compound trophy at the 
end-of-year presentation having carded 13 hits while  

 
Chris de Mello’s domination in the recurve division continued with 
a massive 23 hits (followed by Daniel Caon with 10 hits). With and 
impressive 8 hits, the highly coveted longbow “copper quiver” 
wand trophy will see  

 

Alan Chapple’s name engraved alongside the year 2019, winning 
from Nigel Steyn (4 hits). 

The Wand Shoot Event 

Sunday 30 June 

Chris de Mello sporting a Kit Kat smile 
with three hits in an X-ring-sized 
group from 60m. 

Alan Chapple seals his victory (and 
earns a Kit Kat) with a triple in the 

No Kit Kat for Mark Newton who managed 
to score a hit on a two-inch-wide radial. 
(Should be worth something, though. 
Could anyone else achieve this?) 

History is unlikely to record that the     
also-rans on the day included             
longbow-ers Barry Adams (0 hits), Mark 
Newton   (0 hits), and Jeff Nicholl (1 hit), 
while Chris Drown (6 hits) came a      
distant and dismal last in the recurve 
section. 



 

 

 

 

Club Room Extension 
WHY...HOW...WHEN 

There has been concern expressed about the       
necessity to build an extension onto the club 
rooms to accommodate the mobile butts.  

There are also some misconceptions about the   
process. 

These issues were addressed at some length at 
the club meeting held on Tuesday 16 July.  

The Process 
 Our club is run by ALL members who wish to be involved.  

 Decisions are made at monthly meetings by a vote of ALL members who are present.  

 The executive (the committee of President, Vice-president, Secretary and Treasurer) ONLY make       
decisions if there isn’t a quorum. They may then make urgent decisions that can’t wait until the next 
meeting. 

SO IF YOU WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE  

DECISION MAKING PROCESS  

COME TO THE MEETINGS 

READ THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS THAT YOU RECEIVE BY EMAIL 

CHECK FOR UPDATES ON FACEBOOK 

HISTORICAL NOTES 

1. The building extension has been discussed at general meetings (and minuted) for about 3 years. The members have 
approved it to proceed. (A report from the Club Target Working Group was tabled at the meeting 20 February 2015). 

2. A toilet renovation has been discussed for over 10 years.  

3. This project is setting the club up for the future.  

4. Our lease on Park 10 has been extended from 5 to 15 years by the council, uncontested, based on the expenditure 
we plan to make.  

5. Any significant expenditure on a building triggers a requirement for it to be compliant with the building code – our 
toilets are non-compliant.  
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To read about the concerns that 

some members have expressed, see 

the open letter on the notice board 



 

 

 

 

The AJADs, or AJAD club, caters for the 9 - 18 age group and is coordinated by Brendan Roberts. Begin-
ners’ classes for juniors are run regularly and they practice each Saturday morning starting at 9.00am.    

So where were they last Saturday?  Well, they don’t meet for regular practice in the middle of the short 
school holidays – except when they do!  

What’s an AJAD? Report from Gerry Davies 

If you have heard people around the clubhouse talk-

ing about the ‘Ajads’ you might be forgiven for being 

unsure who they are referring to.  I was wondering 

myself until my eye came upon a notice in the tea 

room which mentioned  

Australian Junior Archery Development - AJAD! 

The development of junior archers is critical for the long 

term survival of the sport and for our own club.  This is 

true across the entire spectrum of participation – from 

those who come along to enjoy the fresh air and        

company, to those driven by seriously competing at club, 

national or international level, and all the shades and 

grades between.    

 

I’m glad to be able to say that I think you, the club   

members, are doing it very well! I often hear our newer 

members and their carers remarking on how friendly and 

helpful all of the club members are.  It is great to see 

many of the experienced archers taking the time to help 

the younger and (not so young) beginners with a gentle 

word or suggestion for improvement.  It reflects a love of 

the sport and a generosity of spirit that nurtures new-

comers and bodes well for the future of the club. 

This school break Andy Cooper   

invited any young archers who were 

already bored with holidays to come 

to the club on the past two   

Wednesdays. 

Together with and Ben and assisted 

by Chris Lech and Jeff Nicoll they 

received ‘one on one’ coaching and 

the opportunity to practice their 

skills.      

Despite the cold and sometimes 

damp conditions an enthusiastic 

few turned up to avail themselves of 

this excellent and generous offer. 

 

Andy and Ben coaching keen AJADs 
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SNIPPETS 

Annual Fees 

 A reminder that our fees have increased by $12 
from July ($10 for our club and $2 for Archery SA).  

Disaster Averted 

The arrow cutter blew up last month, but has been 
repaired.  

GOOD NEWS... 

When the Archery Academy closed down we were 
given the opportunity to purchase a large quantity 
of equipment at considerably reduced prices. 

Butts 

All the fixed butts have been repaired by Junior 
Alexander, including some now having new yellow 
‘eleven’ cores. 

Graffiti 

The Adelaide City Council has been contacted to 
inform them that our building has been tagged. It 
should be removed within a few weeks. 

Credit Card Payments 

President Daniel Caon has started the process for 
our club to accept credit card payments, including 
via pay-wave. It will take about three weeks for us 
to become ‘active’. 

Donations 

The Adelaide Archery Club Foundation has already   
received $800.00 in tax deductable donations 
which will go towards building our new extension 
and buying more portable butts. Be part of the 
club's next phase.  

http://asf.org.au/donate/adelaide-archery-club-
foundation/ 
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Major Duncan Clout 

This event is scheduled for Monday 7 October 

(long weekend) but was found to clash with the 

2019 Masters’ Games. The tournament director 

attempted to re-schedule it, but unfortunately 

there was no other 

time available, both in 

terms of club and 

state events, and 

availability of the 

field. So we will have 

to stay with the origi-

nal date, and hope 

that there will be a 

good turn-out of arch-

ers who would like to 

try this event. 

It is quite different 

from shooting at butts, is fun (don’t listen to 

Dean on this!) and experienced clout shooters 

are happy to help newcomers to the discipline. 

CLUBS AND VOLUNTEERS 
Clubs, including our own, often find it difficult to persuade volunteers to undertake all the tasks that need to be done 
to keep the club going.  

As well as all the club officers, officials and field captains, there are numerous other jobs for volunteers:  

 helping with beginners classes;  

 repairing butts;  

 preparing new target faces;  

 helping with the junior program;  

 volunteering at club and State level by preparing fields for tournaments;  

 and the daily duties, including bringing out and putting away mobile butts; closing the flags; closing the      
shutters.  

We are fantastically lucky to have many volunteers who put up their hands when the call goes out.  Often, though, it 

is the same members every time. 

If you haven’t yet contributed to the success of our club, please consider giving a hand next time there is something 

that needs doing. 

http://sitedesq.sportstg.com/clubscripts/linkblast.cfm?key=FE698DB9-864D-4196-B76F-29116AE81C43&memID=3541451
http://asf.org.au/donate/adelaide-archery-club-foundation/
http://asf.org.au/donate/adelaide-archery-club-foundation/


Adelaide Archery Club Inc.  

Bundeys Road & War Memorial 
Drive  

North Adelaide 5006  

PO Box 133, Walkerville, SA 

Email info@adelaidearchery.org.au  

Or email editor: 

publicity@adelaidearcheryclub.org.au 

Web www.adelaidearchery.org.au  

News, letters, comments 

and photographs are all 

welcomed by the editor 

 

 

 

 

 

Gordon joined the Adelaide Archery Club in 1956 and 
held a variety of club offices during the following years.  

Over a period spanning more than fifty years, he has 
made a significant contribution to the development of 
the sport of archery in Australia at every level of activity, 
particularly the development and practice of archery and 
the development of junior archery. 

At the state and national level Gordon was instrumental 
in establishing the administration of the sport to          
international standards. 

In 1985 Gordon volunteered to organise an archery    
section for Camp Quality Adelaide, supporting children 
with cancer and their families with days of fun activities.  

(It has become a tradition of the club ever since to hold a 
Camp Quality Archery Day once a year, and also to assist 
at the Narnu camp Quality cluster day). 

 

Gordon’s contribution to the sport of archery was 
acknowledged in 2000 when he was awarded the Medal 
of the Order of Australia for his services to the sport of 
archery. 

He was also honoured by being a torch-bearer of the 
Olympic flame for the Sydney Olympics. 

Now retired from active participation in archery, Gordon 
is a self-assured, but modest man of gentlemanly         
demeanour who has achieved an enormous amount for 
the sport, and has selflessly and willingly helped many 
archers at all levels 

He commands great respect and affection within the   
archery community. 

It says much for his lasting influence that the high     
standards to which he lifted the sport have been         
continued by his successors.  

 
WHOSE PHOTO IS THAT ON 

THE WALL? 
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