
Major League Baseball rules – base hit 

The official rulebook of Major League Baseball states in Rule 10.05:  

(a) The official scorer shall credit a batter with a base hit when: 

(1) the batter reaches first base (or any succeeding base) safely on a fair ball that settles on the ground, 
that touches a fence before being touched by a fielder or that clears a fence; 

(2) the batter reaches first base safely on a fair ball hit with such force, or so slowly, that any fielder 
attempting to make a play with the ball has no opportunity to do so; 

Rule 10.05(a)(2) Comment: The official scorer shall credit a hit if the fielder attempting to handle the ball 
cannot make a play, even if such fielder deflects the ball from or cuts off another fielder who could have 
put out a runner. 

(3) the batter reaches first base safely on a fair ball that takes an unnatural bounce so that a fielder 
cannot handle it with ordinary effort, or that touches the pitcher's plate or any base (including home 
plate) before being touched by a fielder and bounces so that a fielder cannot handle the ball with 
ordinary effort; 

(4) the batter reaches first base safely on a fair ball that has not been touched by a fielder and that is in 
fair territory when the ball reaches the outfield, unless in the scorer's judgment the ball could have been 
handled with ordinary effort; 

(5) a fair ball that has not been touched by a fielder touches a runner or an umpire, unless a runner is 
called out for having been touched by an Infield Fly, in which case the official scorer shall not score a hit; 
or 

(6) a fielder unsuccessfully attempts to put out a preceding runner and, in the official scorer's judgment, 
the batter-runner would not have been put out at first base by ordinary effort. 

Rule 10.05(a) Comment: In applying Rule 10.05(a), the official scorer shall 
always give the batter the benefit of the doubt. A safe course for the official 
scorer to follow is to score a hit when exceptionally good fielding of a ball fails 
to result in a putout. 

(b) The official scorer shall not credit a base hit when a: 

(1) runner is forced out by a batted ball, or would have been forced out except for a fielding error; 

(2) batter apparently hits safely and a runner who is forced to advance by reason of the batter becoming 
a runner fails to touch the first base to which such runner is advancing and is called out on appeal. The 
official scorer shall charge the batter with an at-bat but not a hit; 

(3) pitcher, the catcher or any infielder handles a batted ball and puts out a preceding runner who is 
attempting to advance one base or to return to his original base, or would have put out such runner with 
ordinary effort except for a fielding error. The official scorer shall charge the batter with an at-bat but not 
a hit; 

(4) fielder fails in an attempt to put out a preceding runner and, in the scorer's judgment, the batter-
runner could have been put out at first base; or 

Rule 10.05(b) Comment: Rule 10.05(b) shall not apply if the fielder merely looks toward or feints toward 
another base before attempting to make the putout at first base. 

(5) runner is called out for interference with a fielder attempting to field a batted ball, unless in the 
scorer's judgment the batter-runner would have been safe had the interference not occurred. 
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